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A statistical study of characters in ancient Tibetan

literature based on corpus

Abstract: This paper focuses on Dun Huang Tibetan documents, and builds a corpus of ancient
Tibetan documents.On this basis. the ancient Tibetan frequency statistics software is designed by
using python language,and the comparison and analysis of vowel consonant syllable frequency
and other aspects of ancient Tibetan and modern Tibetan are carried out.It also summarizes the
distribution characteristics of ancient Tibetan characters and syllable structure, and summarizes
the syllable changes of ancient and modern Tibetan and the abbreviation rules of variant characters.
in order to provide reference for the construction of ancient Tibetan annotation corpus and the
study of Tibetan characters.
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TG SCTEVE R R, EOC AW AR SRR CRIH 1. ATt 7 AW FH K SAHLMN
FEIC 16 AN e P 4 A SE A MR A 34 DM R T 24 A S EE K E
AR F-BE, LA A 6 DMAF A iR A 5 IR R T B, SO A1) 1 30 AN
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Tab.2-1 Statistical table of ancient Tibetan characters

T s 1 SR A T T
A~ 52 7~
1 space 340505 18 pa 30890 35 ja 4229 52 ai 13
2 sa 98569 19 o 26812 36 ha 2924 53 4 11
3 ga 79105 20 ta 18063 37 dza 2218 54 s 9
4 da 72764 21 ka 16020 38 § <ya> 826 55 ma 8
5 ba 66470 22 cha 13448 39 wa 714 56 au 8
6 a 62779 23 <ja> 12964 40 <jd> 607 57 6 6
7 o 59618 24 zha 11525 41 <jb> 593 58 0 6
8 ya 58140 25 pha 10341 42 (cv)mq 548 59 8 5
9 na 57796 26 ca 9141 43 a 396 60 9 5
10 nga 56119 27 tsa 8358 44 aa 333 61 7 4
11 i 50006 28 sha 7572 45 space 219 62 nna 3
12 u 49066 29 nya 7243 46 (ev)hq 101 63 dda 2
13 ma 47951 30 kha 7080 47§ 90 64 (c)x(/-) 1
14 45773 31 tha 6019 48 ote 27 65 xx 1
15 € 43334 32 tsha 5660 49 1 19 66 ssha 1
16 la 43333 33 ©fv) 5614 50 2 19 67 tta 1
17 va 38885 34 dza 4841 51 3 18 68 e 1
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3.1 HBOUTHEFR 2T

3.1.1 HRCHE T

TEE R TR AR B, BOCOERASE (=0 g RO 4
RICERE AR, SR, kaa® S=HMARBSTE. " AR
3-1 HUGEHHEE B, HHCCR R HBLT 37 MR E T, K5 BRSO R AR 30 4
MOCH S S T TR N T RO R, SRR SRR T R, S
AR R I . BARTE 3T TR, 30 B LUS MR LA T

30 AMBUCHI T LGB, MESRTRE “a” HRAIFE 32 SHIALE
% 3-1 BUE WO & SR

Tab.3-1 Statistical table of Dunhuang ancient Tibetan consonants

o omw omwr T oww sk s ome ok omw
= = T

1 sa 98569 115. 273 14 ka 16020 18. 735 27 ja 4229 4. 946
2 ga 79105 92.510 15 cha 13448 15. 727 28 ha 2924 3. 420
3 da 72764 85. 095 16 zha 11525 13. 478 29 dza 2218 2.594
4 ba 66470 77.734 17 pha 10341 12. 093 30 wa 714 0. 835
5 a 62779 73.418 18 ca 9141 10. 690 31 (cv)mp 548 0.641
6 ya 58140 67.992 19 tsa 8358 9.774 32 a 396 0. 463
7 na 57796 67. 590 20 sha 7572 8. 855 33 aa 333 0. 389
8 nga 56119 65. 629 21 nya 7243 8. 470 34 nna 3 0. 004
9 ma 47951 56. 077 22 kha 7080 8. 280 35 dda 2 0.002
10 la 43333 50. 676 23 tha 6019 7.039 36 ssha 1 0. 001
11 va 38885 45. 474 24 tsha 5660 6.619 37 ta 1 0. 001
12 pa 30890 36. 125 25 (©ftv) 5614 6. 565 — — — —

13 a 18063 21. 124 26 z 4841 5.661 — — — —

R, ATBLE RSB “tta” . “ssha” . “dda” . “nna” PUAFAF
BB BT, 5 HOCT KA AR KT R, G b S 5 ok
0. 0004% LT AT LR . HEFISIECRE 5. 4570 “ (cv)mp” 1 “aa” BOHFTR, KM
TR TS E A FREBRAE B0 S 0P 7 BRI, ETCH “ (cv)mp” A “aa” 0]
24 S R PR EE R SCSCRe, RR e 0 p” L * (ev)m B} “ma” (14
Bk, “an” RIGRKITH A

i i) 7 AEROCTAF T, HEIISERTIG “ (o) £(v) 7 HAEMROCHWETEAR “vEa”
R “va” A (0T WEATER, AR “via” B2 “va” MA—MEE, ¥



ANBERCA AN T AT BRI, 7T EAFE OO B 5 BB S R G A LR
) = AN TR A A, B “vea” A ¢ (ev)mp” ZEABIARR T REOAELE, (H
S B SR o L AR A, kT (BB SC TR R AL R A AN 590 A8 A 7 Bt S I
3. 1.2 BT E i

XFFAE GO B AT, BRSO BRI —FE A A 4 AT, EMGH SRR 3-2
AT BUR Y, BUREECCOCRIS L T 7 A S BAUECOTE RS

* 32 FIRERSOTE SR

Tab.3-2 Statistical table of Dunhuang ancient Tibetan vowels

Fs E SR RS
1 0 59618 29.510
2 i 50006 24.753
3 u 49066 24.287
4 e 43334 21.450
5 o 26812 13.272
6 ote 27 —
7 ai 13 —

WIGTERTE » BJa A B AT R 5 A0 A B A AN o IS5 A b A L3RS 3 -7 21
B, MHEPTR “ai” MR ERS FHIRKITER “o” IILMEL, MERXmE57
BAEME . ATEhr L, XA COUERT” R E O “vi” FERRIRSEAT T B — M4
G, SHCCREERS TN “al” KAAR. ATREAE (U BT —
LA JEOC “poe” Al “pi” SEARMTFHIAZ MY hERoR, IR E AT A O o 1A
“Vi” —RMAES R RREE MR, R AR X — 4 S R AR A T A
HBCCSCRR A, RS — I SR 2 b, X AT & G TE R SR S A B [ 4

BeAh, HEFIEE 5 1)« « 17 ROt 2B PR AR L. ESRAEAM R (rhFE SCiR
Bd)  —3ohdRE: rEMF SRR XE DT OBEH KRS 5 L RO SR
SEFREAE, AHBEAS. 7 AR ORI bR S —H R E R . 7 R
FTAEMBOREARKFEELY . MER “ 17 HIERD LTS “i7 aFHPLRERR
KEHUT R (D CGREEBOCCFRE) — 3RO B P OCH “aa” « “17,
“u” L “e” L “07 . Lederi” L K> 11T FETATTHER, M Cei” & “Uederi”
A “<e> o 117 ERRRARIES": (20 GEEBCCRIBSRE) R « - 17
SEAEBOCE S PR, IRIFFAA <17 B “e” W] <« 17 BEEARTER " (3 BA



WHICERF 17 BB FHFFARFAILCBBOCR N 7K “i” f <« 17 H Rl
(4) IRFOHE AR ZECE 2 E N “ 17 RO TRITPAS “17 ML 55 BRI &R
I, PR g 07 R e 17 AR R BARIX e R T A O
BRI A0 R HLARIA & B B ARKAE, (HGS R KE B2 E H A AR A

3.2 HMABOUTHEMREE T

3.2. 1 Wi E T RREN T

MR 3R 3-3 WA & 7 BEXT LER AR AT DR Y, BRSO T R A A e

A, H=TANE BT 2 AT 0. 5%, H kT 1%1F “ra” o “na” . “ga”.
“va” . “nga” M “da” 7R BIRIXNATFREEMEERNE G TIEE, HAEDHT
AR e SEOCRFAEBIE 7E P R S0 EFEWT S 9 7 B B E R R . n: “ra” £E T IBOC & EE
FIATE L 5 EE R 1R AR 2. 14%, X R EGE A BUCIAGEUC B “ra” (AR I AL
o SRR “ya” FETE O B R R BUGESC & EL R AR 135, RIS
“ya” MBI DA . T P 7 B Z2E AR B IR 4 A S R Iy “ya”

HHEAAE I “ra” IR,
% 3-8 AU TR R

Tab.3-3 Comparative table of consonant letters in ancient and modern Tibetan

P G ik db B H-I=% A o E-=E
i /% ’ /% = FE TGO R ;/% 1JE

1 ka 1. 887 2.164 -0. 28 16 ma 5.712 5.788 -0. 08
2 kha 0.834 1.501 -0. 67 17 tsa 0.984 0. 668 0.32
3 ga 9.316 10. 856 -1.54 18 tsha 0. 667 1.143 -0. 48
4 nga 6. 609 5.301 1.31 19 dza 0. 261 0. 469 -0.21
5 ca 1.076 0.915 0.16 20 wa 0. 084 0.155 -0. 07
6 cha 1. 584 1. 433 0.15 21 zha 1. 357 0. 968 0.39
7 ja 0. 498 0.576 -0. 08 22 za 0.57 0.767 -0. 20
8 nya 0.853 0. 952 -0. 10 23 va 4.579 4.639 -0. 06
9 ta 2.127 1.605 0. 52 24 ya 6. 847 5. 493 1.35
10 tha 0.709 1.103 -0.39 25 ra 7.393 9.532 -2.14
11 da 8. 569 7.516 1.05 26 la 5.103 4.877 0.23
12 na 6. 806 5. 241 1. 56 27 sha 0. 892 0. 900 -0.01
13 pa 3.638 4.570 -0.93 28 sa 11. 608 11. 217 0.39
14 pha 1.218 1.020 0.20 29 ha 0. 344 0.417 -0. 07
15 ba 7.828 8. 086 -0. 26 30 a 0. 047 0. 130 -0. 08

Rk 2z A7 B “da” BZMERS 1. 05% AT & 7 O o A Iy LU RAF R R sl B
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PRI N St B2 A RE F ST R A B (4 T HEAT 4RAL T EE PR e 4 v 45 SR AN B2 A TR AIE AN
RIS, A ] B8 52 i AU FVERIL B R L), SO BRI K W€ 48 5
A R AN TR 22 5 o
3. 2. 2 L T RN LL

BIRTCH A BEAETC P B T, E 05 1E JER O R 7 A 1] v 2 AN T Bk A AE . 3R
3-6 FF AT LA H bR v O e B ZE M R EOR, JoE T A S T R
T 5% o H TR EE R AR E RN SR PR T AR ANE, N EURTE R T2,
X A ZAE B RE el & P T X 22 2 AT 1. PRIt R i 2 R R g

fERFTE R, AfeS UL EAiE RPN ZEEBEEX A HE RIS L.
K 34 JUEF RN L

Tab.3-4 Vowel character frequency comparison

5 FIE D /% (B BE/% w2
1 i 33.569 26. 247 7.322
2 u 21. 442 23.893 -2.451
3 e 18.937 18.474 0.463
4 0 26. 053 31.385 -5. 332

b, RPEEOOTE “17 AMESCHM A IR “17 JoE R, EEPE I 17
TCEAE RSO HIPRE g 21. 852%, FIALUROCH “i” o MR 4. 395,

4 HRXET4

JEE 1 AR A R T, B 2T A o AT B AR B — Y, A ST
A AR BLA — AN, el AR — AR [16] . BOCHE W — M E T RAT ¢
AR BT, R E A L2 A DA T RIS AR RS T A B
IR, W AHR R B RSC T AEAT S R, T — AR A bt T UL A RO A
LT

3% 4-1 MG R RS , 5O WA B S BUAGECCRAEE FIAE A% 5, WA KK
Z5t, ABERAT THRITH, SO AEME H. 1984 5 KR H R H RS (3 1
ZVeh 8% ) TSR RRAIE, X RO RGU S O SR AL I B R, 73X 28Ry
LA _EHRRELE & 19 Ge iR IR BAIR BB, IXAGIESE 13X UK A5 1, RIS
HRE 1 e S TR )RR o TR A R B R DR BT IR B TR ARV

PRl ANE IR BAFRS
FA-1 HRESCEG R



Tab.4-1 Statistical table of ancient Tibetan syllables

A= s S/ QY =S =t I /Y 5 o= < i N L/ G & = S =t N /.
1 pa 40696 28 myed 6413 55 so 4488 82 che 3315
2 dnga 34998 29 myi 6341 56 kyei 4448 83 1tr 3315
3 la 34137 30 rpa 6286 57 bzhin 4412 84 pvi 3258
4 na 30005 31 dga 6103 58 pha 4335 85 stsogs 3171
5 du 28463 32 zhes 5908 59 rnmsa 4272 86 gei 3153
6 ma 24893 33 gnga 5824 60 re 4248 87 ppa 3115
7 ba 22231 34 bva 5819 61 kyis 4111 88 do 3103
8 de 20663 35 sems 5806 62 gsol 3988 89 chda 3066
9 po 19360 36 lha 5732 63 ldna 3961 90 pkva 3013
10 pra 15739 37 kynga 5728 64 cda 3935 91 phyir 2963
11 ni 14848 38 psa 5656 65 gshegs 3912 92 vog 2924
12 v 14116 39 rgyla 5591 66 zhig 3864 93 pcom 2918
13 ynga 13800 40 bdga 5529 67 pvi 3834 94 to 2870
14 nsa 13749 41 gyis 5339 68 pho 3790 95 runga 2855
15 myi 13113 42 ptsna 5284 69 stong 3660 96 yin 2845
16 nei 12255 43 chen 5097 70 pzng 3653 97 vdei 2819
17 te 10694 44 su 5071 71 rgya 3636 98 1ta 2793
18 lsa 9732 45 plon 5069 72 Po 3635 99 vaei 2784
19 ste 9384 46 vi 4915 73 vei 3625 100 pysa 2780
20 bra 8705 47 shes 4801 74 ptpa 3616 101 sa 2768
21 gyi 8190 48 yul 4773 75 gis 3501 102 vdi 2748
22 mo 7638 49 rje 4758 76 gnyis 3479 103 Vo 2625
23 ngo 7168 50 gi 4752 77 pynga 3399 104 mnga 2594
24 bu 7161 51 lo 4752 78 zhing 3393 105 geig 2577
25 bya 6820 52 chos 4672 79 zhnga 3381 106 gsum 2557
26 kyi 6567 53 Pvei 4621 80 psa 3346 107 pva 2520
27 gyei 6423 54  mchis 4584 81 nva 3343 108 gyur 2515

RS, — SO T R D T i — MR, R PO E B, X -ER £
MLE AT TR . A TR E RS, AU T B R BT, T
HAF A RS IR B R, AR . SR, AR RO AR AR
T 4-2 iR, FEBRESETRIERFIEHIT “d” . “bsduste” . “gyg+i” Fl “gsumq”.
“dpaa” SEHLAECC AR N S I AT AR B RN E A, AR L
NS 55 7, HEE RN B B SRS A, B ECh, X R A
BTN E RS th N A-1 1T, X 40 S R R KR s, —
AFEATPEE T AT, WA I R AR B
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Tab.4-2 Statistical table of ancient Tibetan abbreviations

P BaiT R Frs R4y BR
1 dpngo 254 16 rikso 28
2 psduste 119 17 lgso 27
3 stsldo 69 18 pgyiste 26
4 gygei 66 19 myedo 26
5 dgumo 55 20 pdkis 26
6 pdgi 50 21 Pdk » i 26
7 pzhgste 49 22 vduste 26
8 pogste 47 23 mchisn 25
9 mchis 44 24 phyogsu 24
10 pzngo 44 25 phroks 24
11 ppste 37 26 psogs 24
12 drngste 32 27 yongsu 24
13 phste 30 28 chungu 24
14 stsldo 30 29 gnngo 23
15 ptgste 29 30 gygi 23
Y nm ey E 2
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B 4-1 HREOC “RE T A AR
Fig. 4-1 Disassembly of "two syllable" abbreviation in ancient Tibetan

FEEEBACESC, RIS R IRA T B “vi” “vo” “vnga” B, BESHEES E—
AN RS R R, 45 R AN B, X R A B O 4 S T 2
Rt “ pvi” “byvo” “nvnga” %5 “va” UHEMAKMNETHES, ~ME—MEHZES %
575 5. HFEAFYINEL, “dbngo” . “bsduste” . “gyg +i” S HMILAE S 5 “ pvi” “byvo”
“nvnga” A2 AL, Wil 4-1 AT, BT “dbngo” SR E ARTE AL R E — AN E T
I, BRSPS E A — AL R RS A, X R SR T AR R 1 AL . T
“ pvi” “byvo” “nvnga” SEBAIR YRS ARBA FLFEF A E—ASE A, B S
X LA B AR O S AR, ARG “vi” SRR S A E e e E
T AIBIE . MR —TAE, 72568 7855 = UGB E 7 1 B4R SRR, 500 35 = U0

EEA T, X RZMR M AL A



an bERrE, AR BB IE ) Hhos SRR S AN AR O B S
GBI S MTE “va” REINT. MR TSRO, ¢ pvi” “byvo” “nvnga” 4§
FERETRG, ARSI “pa” “bya” “na” JGHEABINT “va” o WLLIORTES
JOCH “pa” “bya” “na” FFHITH T WHLELL ¢ pvi” “byvo” “nvnga” HIJEAAEAE,
M7 A6 A0 B T IERES TR 4-3 P “pa” “bya” “na” SFFEAF, UESE THIAR
FOCH “ pvi” “byvo” “nvnga” SE4EE KL EBICTH XENT AEARZREINFERCR,

3R 4-4 PIIGR DR T — 58 I SHERE .

®4-3 WA E T “va” MEWHRITR
Tab.4-3 A statistical table of syllables with the added word "VA" in ancient Tibetan

FFs L B s L BK
1 pva 1407 16 gva 21
2 nva 786 17 duv 20
3 bva 616 18 steva 18
4 byva 94 19 tev 17
5 lva 74 20 skyv 17
6 phva 68 21 sV 14
7 dev 62 22 rgyva 14
8 mva 56 23 dbva 14
9 dva 44 24 ngov 14
10 pov 39 25 ngva 11
11 zva 27 26 lhva 11
12 1tva 27 27 Ceiv 11
13 kva 23 28 jeiv 11
14 buv 22 29 rev 9
15 sova 21 30 civ 8
A4 AL RET AE AR
Tab.4-3 Comparison of abbreviations of "two syllables" in ancient and modern Tibetan
Esi AR B %
oot dbngo bsduste gyg i pvi byvo nvnga
%
ERH dbnga + ngo bsdus + ste aygat+gei pvatvi byva + vo nva + nga
ENVINCS
PG dbnga ngo bsdus ste ayga g°1i pvi byvo nvnga
T SR
?Zlgf;i BRI A S A4 patvi  byatve  natng

AE A 2K e PR
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RSN SR ET, REKHEE “17 5 “Istsogs” ZAIE T REE, 51
AV RS R DAL PR VR TR S R TR B (% Lo BRI A, et RS R TR R T
“gsump” Fll “dpaa” SERFNGGM, B =VORSCEEE, BEARNIAGESCH EFE. T
RSB EFGS, ISR T RSCOETBE 7%, LSOO E#E 7 X 20 5.
Pt _0983. Pt _0986. Pt 1047, Pt 1051, Pt 1283 . ITJ 0407. ITJ 0731. ITJ 0733.

Or 8212 0187. insc_Zhva W. %3CER™, JURBOCTE “ma” W4EE, SECHEEHET
AAERAX ]
5 /NG
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(R, 2 AT AE B I R AT . A SRS I E5 R A S 2 T G4l 1 25
RUL R U H TR, A BRI IR, (R REE A B 2R AR, BT i)
WA T A R 2 HE RO E
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